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Our Parish Newsletter 
“The Beacon” is Annunciation of the 
Lord Parish’s newsletter to keep 
parishioners up-to-date on what is 
happening in the parish with respect to 
the various ministries, committees, and 
special events.

THE   BEACON 
Annunciation of the Lord Parish

www.annunciation-ottawa.com

ADVENT !
Events and activities during the advent 

season to prepare yourself for Christmas.

Daily reflections from Dr. Tim Gray.  Sign 
up at Formed.org or visit our parish 
website. Daily children’s reflections 
available too! 


Advent Reconciliation Day 
Saturday, December 15 at  
Annunciation of the Lord  
   10:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

Several priests will be  available all day  
for reconciliation.

 

Wednesday, December 19  at  
Divine Infant Parish 
7:00 pm to 8:00 pm.

Advent Holy Hour  
Sunday, December 16 at  
Annunciation of the Lord 

7:30 pm to 9:00 pm.   
Join Fr. Rob and members of the youth ministry 
for an hour of reflection and adoration.  


Praise and worship by NET Ministries Alumni. 

Christmas Eve, 	December 24: 4:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 8:00 pm, 

	 	 	 and 10:00 pm (no 9:00 am Mass)

Christmas Day, December 25: at 11:00 am

New Years Eve, December 31: 5:00 pm 
New Years Day, January 1:  9:00 am and 11:00 am

http://www.annunciation-ottawa.com
http://www.annunciation-ottawa.com
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MINISTRY MATTERS!

I have had it upon my 
heart to write about 
Pastoral Care Ministry 
for a few months now. 
In my personal opinion 
there is arguably no other Ministry Apostolate 
that better describes the Catholic / Christian 
position.

As Jesus was all about caring for the sick, the 
widow, the orphan, the hungry, the lonely, so 
must we as missionary disciples follow in the 
Lord’s footsteps. In Matthew’s Gospel 
25:35-36 clearly states the importance of our 
mission. I have benefited from the care of 
these good people when having undergone a 
period of surgeries and found myself unable to 
attend Mass. Through Pastoral Care Ministry I 
received compassion, kindness, prayer 
ministry and Holy Communion at home. I was 
so grateful for their actions that I in turn joined 
the ranks of the Pastoral Care Team. 


Now as Leader of this Ministry I am faced with 
the challenge of rebuilding this most necessary 
outreach. For various reasons our membership 
is in a steep decline, faithful workers, who for 
years have served our Parish family have now 
been faced with their own life challenges. Age, 
illness and death have reduced our Team to 
such a degree that we are no longer capable 
of meeting the demand.


I make this request to any and all who feel a 
calling to bring Christ’s Mercy to those in 
need. Please feel free to respond by calling me 
or the office.  I trust in the love of our Parish 
family and our Lord to provide.

In Christ, Robert Hayes 

Our library continues to work towards 
providing material to enrich and deepen the 
faith of our parishioners and to support the 
ministries of our parish.


Did you know that our parish 
library is opened after masses 
almost every weekend during 
the year? We close for the 
summer months and Christmas 
and New Year. Currently we are 
not open after the Sunday 
evening 6:00 pm mass, but, if you are  
interested in volunteering after that mass, 
please feel free to leave your name and phone 
number with the office and you will receive a 
call.  We have 13 volunteers right now that 
cover the rest of the masses during the year, 
each person may be on duty once a month.


Drop in sometime after your mass and check 
out the amazing supply of books and videos 
that we have in the library. Our extensive 
collection includes books by Scott Hahn, 
Ralph Martin, Jean Vanier, Henri Nouwen, 
fiction by Michael O’Brien, DVDs of the 
Catholicism and Pivotal Players series by 
Robert Barron. Introduce yourself to the 
volunteer, fill out a library card and peruse the 
shelves, you’ll be surprised at how many 
interesting Catholic books and videos are 
there waiting for you to borrow.  Books are 
signed out for 3 weeks, and videos for 1 week. 
We also have a great section with Children’s 
books and videos.  Mass intention (cards) are 
also available in the library on weekends. 
Thanks to all our volunteers for their time and 
support.


The Parish Library is dedicated to providing quality 
Catholic material to support the spiritual and educational 
growth of our Parish Family


This Photo 

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY   PARISH LIBRARY

http://www.hcpl.net/category/tags/plant-and-book-sale
http://www.hcpl.net/category/tags/plant-and-book-sale
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Make this your  
New Year’s Resolution!

by Bob Rapley 

As I write, we have now completed the last of 
the five Sundays in September. On each of 
these Sundays our parish sent a team of 
volunteers to the Shepherds of Good Hope -- 
Homes, Community and Hope for All -- to 
make and serve dinner for a total of over 1000 
people. As a parish we have been sending our 
volunteers each January and September for 
more than thirty years.

This is an impressive commitment.


We share this meaningful task with our sister 
parish Saint Gabriel's, each sending 12 
volunteers every week. This goes back to the 
days when our two parishes were bilingual. 
When the archdiocese made Annunciation an 
English-speaking parish and Saint Gabriel's a 
French one, we decided to continue our joint 
work at the Shepherds of Good Hope, and we 
have done that happily ever since.

This service has seen thousands upon 
thousands pass before steam-tables filled with 
food to be served by our volunteers.  For the 
Shepherds, having our two parishes continually 
providing the service is a great assistance. But 
even more than that is the fact that our 
volunteers have been at this so long that they 
know the routine thoroughly. That is a big help 
to the staff.

Sunday, for our volunteers, starts at 8:30 with 
preparation: vegetables to be used in the 
coming weekdays (when there are fewer 
volunteers), desserts for the Sunday lunch, and 
sandwiches to be given out when the kitchen is 
closed. And don't forget the onions -- lots of 
tears when it's an onions' day. Then there is 
the clean-up to prepare the dining room, prior 
to the volunteers enjoying the lunch 
themselves. Then the doors open at 11:30 for 
the lunch service.


There are so many jobs that have to be 
assigned. Besides those who actually serve the 
food, the clients have to be greeted and made 
to feel welcome, the handicapped have to be 
helped, used dishes have to be cleaned at the 
slop table (for which I am sure Saint Peter 
gives extra points at the gates of Paradise), 
dishes have to be loaded and unloaded from 
the dishwasher, and pots and pans have to be 
cleaned the old-fashioned way. And by 1:00 
pm all duties are complete,


 


This is a wonderful way to serve the poor, as 
Pope Francis encourages us to do, and at the 
same time to make parish friends. New 
volunteers are always welcome. 

For more information, contact Christine 
Demers at 613-862-1255 or  
Bob Rapley at 613-745-0234. 

Please keep an eye open for our upcoming 

call for new volunteers in the parish bulletin.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION 

Evenings 
Wild Goose: Thursday at 7:00 pm starting January 3

The Wild Goose: Discovering a Deeper Relationship with the Holy Spirit.  
Explores the joy and wonder of the Holy Spirit and in opening our life to the Holy Spirit 
can bring us closer to our heavenly Father and his mission in our life.


Sharing Our Faith: Monday at 7:00 pm starting January 7

How do go about sharing our faith with friends and family?


33 Days of Merciful Love: Monday at 7:00 pm starting February 25  
A Do-It-Yourself Retreat in Preparation for Consecration to Divine Mercy. 33 
Days to Merciful Love  journeys with one of the most beloved saints of modern 
times, St. Therese of Lisieux, and concludes with a consecration to Divine Mercy. Her 
Offering to Merciful Love is based on her profound insight that the Heart of Jesus is 
full of mercy, and longs to pour out that Merciful Love.


ALPHA: The Alpha Film Series is designed for today’s audience. It was filmed all 
around the world, and features interviews with world-famous leaders and inspiring 
stories. Join hosts, Toby Flint and Gemma Hunt and Nicky Gumbel to unpack the 
basics of the Christian faith in an updated and engaging way.  
Come and See Evening Tuesday, February 5 at 6:30 pm  
Register at: www.annunciation-ottawa.com

For more information, email aff@annunciation-ottawa.com

TO ENCOUNTER JESUS, TO GROW IN HOLINESS, TO PREPARE FOR MISSION 

BE BOLD and ENGAGE 
Check out the parish website for registration details: 

www.annunciation-ottawa.com

Daytime 
Presence: Monday at 2:00 pm starting January 7

The Mystery of the Eucharist explores the truth and beauty of Christ’s real presence 
in the Eucharist, from its origins in Sacred Scripture, to its profound role in the life of 
the Church and her members. It is the crescendo of the entire story of salvation.

Obedience: Wednesday at 1:00 pm starting January 9

Obedience looks at how we can concretely trust God and give him permission in 
specific areas of our lives. Each lesson invites us to greater abandonment and docility 
to God’s will for our lives.

Who Am I to Judge?: Monday at 2:00 pm starting February 4

Responding to Relativism with Logic and Love: explores the classical view of 
morality and answers such questions as; What is “right” and “wrong”? Is what’s right 
for you right for me? Is there a right and wrong for everyone, all the time?

Forgiven: Tuesday at 1:00 pm starting February 26

The Transforming Power of Confession, explores the grace and healing offered in 
Confession and shows how this sacrament of mercy reveals the depth and bounty of 
God’s love.

33 Days of 


Merciful Love

mailto:aff@annunciation-ottawa.com
http://www.annunciation-ottawa.com
http://annunciation-ottawa.com
http://annunciation-ottawa.com
http://www.annunciation-ottawa.com
mailto:aff@annunciation-ottawa.com

