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Q U O T E S  P A G E

By: Lorie O'Reilly

"THE PANDEMIC HAS 
CREATED SOME 

HURDLES, BUT IT 
HAS NOT 

DIMINISHED THE 
BEAUTY AND JOY 

THAT WE FEEL 
EVERY TIME WE 
RECEIVE A NEW 
BROTHER OR 

SISTER-IN-CHRIST."
Andrew & Sasha Sowerby

James & Richelle Richmond
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HOPE OF NEW 
LIFE

As I write this cover letter to the quarterly report we have just finished the busy 
week of Christmas and New Years and are just settling into the new normal of a 
winter under yet another round of restriction. Yet, I do feel we have much to be 
grateful for this year past and I am, despite everything, looking forward to a new 
springtime in our parish.

That we managed to complete this years liturgical matrix of masses and confession 
times at all is a sign of hope. That so many of you still manage to attend in person 
or online is a gift. That our staff and volunteers have been so efficient and 
adaptable as we navigated a busy time with additional Covid uncertainty, 
wonderful stuff!

That we have been so consistently supported put us in a favourable position to 
come out of this time with both a bit of momentum and some resources is very 
encouraging. We have a number of adults who want to join us through the RCIA 
process. We still have interest, amazing.

One more thing, Jesus is bourn to us as the word has become flesh as a light to the 
nations and a hope to all people. Whatever this winter will ask of us and whatever 
the new spring will produce we have already seen the hope of new life in Christ.

That is my prayer for all of you this coming year, 
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HOSPITALITY IN A STERILE 
ENVIRONMENT

Hospitality has always been an 
important aspect of the Annunciation 
culture. Although a warm welcome 
was present long before I joined the 
parish staff, ensuring the concepts of 
hospitality and welcoming were part 
of everything at Annunciation quickly 
became part of my job. Covid 19 made 
us all stop and look for new ways to be 
hospitable and welcoming. In June 
2020, as news came that churches were 
allowed to re-open under certain 
conditions, the Annunciation staff 
looked for ways to not only re-open, 
but to do so with an emphasis on 
hospitality and welcoming.  

The most obvious way was 
establishing Covid-19 ushers at every 
mass. These new ushers were a 
combination of existing ushers, who 
had served for many years, and new 
volunteers who stepped up to help the 

parish re-open its doors. It is not an 
understatement to say we could not 
have re-opened without the ushers! 

Thanks to the physical layout of our 
pews, each weekend becomes a game 
of maximizing the number of people 
attending mass, and ensuring six feet 
of physical distance between groups of 
people. 

Our Covid-19 ushers ensure that 
everyone gets to their seat and people 
move around the church in the safest 
manner. 

After a year and a half, these dedicated 
volunteers continue to show up with 
smiling eyes every other week. I say 
smiling eyes, because Covid 19 
protocols state we all have to wear 
masks. A warm smile and pleasant 
“Hello” have been replaced with a  
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warm “hello” and 51 pairs of smiling eyes. 

Although registering for mass is a hassle for most people and seating charts are 
added work for the parish staff, the hospitality benefits are huge! If you are 
attending mass at Annunciation, you are known by name! Week after week, 
the parish staff, the mass hosts and the ushers encounter parishioners and 
welcome them personally to mass. Parishioners are no longer nameless people 
in the back of the church. We make it our mission to greet you and welcome 
you to mass. When someone new registers for mass, they are always surprised 
when they arrive at the Welcome Desk and the hosts says “you must be Mr. or 
Ms. So and So. We were expecting you!"

In addition to re-opening our parish liturgies, Covid-19 impacted and 
continues to impact all aspects of parish life. Some ministries were brought to a 
halt, while other ministries adapted. One of the best investments the parish 
made was in a couple of Zoom accounts. Now Alpha, Adult Faith Formation, 
the Charismatic Prayer group, Baptism Preparation, First Communion 
Preparation and the Youth Group all carry out their meetings primarily or 
solely via Zoom. 
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BEAUTY & JOY

Children continue being born and parents continue seeking baptism for their 
children. Like so many other ministries, the baptism preparation team has moved 
their sessions online.

This has had its drawbacks. When at home caring for their new child, new parents 
can struggle with loneliness. The social time and discussions during the baptism 
preparations sessions, pre-pandemic, were a to connect with other families in the 
parish. This is more difficult over Zoom. However, the move to virtual sessions 
also came with perks. We saw faces without masks! Our baptism prep team consists 
of two young couples with two young kids each. We can relate to most of the 
challenges that our baptism families go through. Sessions are scheduled after 
bedtime so both parents could participate without requiring a babysitter. No need 
to pack a diaper bag, bundle up the kids, and drive to the church. These couples 
could sit somewhere comfy, grab a cup of tea, enter-in and learn. 
 
We also received a precious insight into these families’ homes. One mother was 
rocking her child to sleep. Another was alone for half a session until her husband 
arrived home from a long day of work, yet he could still participate. 

What a joy it is when baptism day arrives, and we finally get to meet these 
children that we have been praying for throughout the session. The pandemic 
created some hurdles, but it has not diminished the beauty and joy that we 
feel every time we receive a new brother or sister-in-Christ. Please keep all 
families preparing for baptism in your prayers.
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HOPE AND RENEWAL
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By: Dawn Roach

Hope. Fr. Rob speaks of a new springtime. Our faith offers us hope of a new life in 
Christ. Hope has really been the touchstone for us over the last two years as in the 
Garden of Hope. It is with hope that the Pastor’s Leadership Team has focused on the 
parish emerging from the pandemic with a renewed desire to share the joy of the Gospel.   
 
This renewal will be reflected in focusing on hospitality, liturgy, and 
evangelization. The Gospels show us the power of hospitality in drawing people 
closer to Christ. In the Liturgy, all are active participants as they praise God in 
word and song. Evangelization is what we are called to do - it means preparing us 
through faith formation, through the sacraments, and through ministries of service.  
 
Fr. Rob has been sharing his vision for Annunciation with ministry leaders, and 
within each area (hospitality, Liturgy and Evangelization) individuals have been 
appointed to lead each area. At the heart of this new structure is a parish operation 
team where the leaders of each area, along with the leader for Administrative 
Services, will work together to support the mission of the parish. The Pastor’s 
Leadership Team will take a step back and be replaced by the Operations Team. 
The Operations Team will advise the Pastor and be accountable to the Pastor.
 
The other major change is the amalgamation of the Parish Finance Council and the 
Parish Pastoral Council. Bringing these councils together will provide cohesiveness 
and coherence between what we as a parish wish to achieve and what we fund. 
 
Together the Operational Team and the Parish Council Finance Team will work 
to support Annunciation of the Lord becoming a parish community that is 
explosively alive in the love of Christ.
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